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Comment l’Amérique veut changer de pape 

Authored by a specialist of 

reactionary groups and 

fundamentalist movements 

within the Catholic Church  

After sexual abuse and 

homosexual clerics, the 

financial scandal 

4 September 2019
18,90 €

220 pages

145x190mm

EAN 9782227496668 

NUART 7746364 

RELIGIOUS ESSAYS

Nicolas Senèze has been a journalist with the
daily La Croix for almost twenty years. A
specialist of religious issues and the Vatican,
Bayard published his La crise intégriste in 2008
and Les mots du pape in 2016.

New revelations at the core of the hushed 

world of the Vatican.  

Daily La Croix’s permanent correspondent in Rome, Nicolas Senèze, a connoisseur
of the Vatican, made a long investigation into Pope Francis’s entourage. At the end of
a difficult year, marked by the crisis of sexual abuse in Chile and the attempted coup
led by an Italian bishop - the Pope’s former ambassador in the United States - it
became clear that this bishop expressed the ideas of certain influential American
groups linked to financial powers. Their aim: to topple the Pope and prepare the post-
Francis era. They don’t like his criticism of American neo-liberal capitalism, his
condemnation of the death penalty, his open mind and his non-condemnation of
homosexuality.

A no-holds-barred investigation 

of the American cardinals’ revolt 

against Pope Francis 

3



Homs, l’espérance obstinée 

The beginning of the process of 

beatification of Father Frans is 

scheduled for Spring 2019 

Banner: A Syrian priest at the 

heart of the chaos 

20 March 2019 
17,90 €  

200 pages 
145 x190 mm 

EAN 9782227496231 
NUART 5244685 

François-Xavier Maigre is editor-in-chief of 
Pèlerin Magazine. Bayard published his Sur la 

trace de l’archange and, co-authored with 
Jean Vanier, Un cri se fait entendre.  

Ziad Hilal was born in 1973 in Syria. A 
Catholic priest, a Jesuit, he settled in Homs in 
2009 where he directed the Jesuit service for 
refugees and founded a centre ‘Éduquer les 
enfants à la Paix et à la Réconciliation’. 

The Syrian version of Of Gods and Men... 

Homs, April 7, 2014. Father Frans, a Dutch Jesuit priest who had been living in 
Syria since 1966, was murdered in the garden of the convent where he continued to 
live despite the conflict raging in this part of the besieged town, decimated by daily 
bombings and the absence of food deliveries. The Vatican immediately sent a 
dispatch: A man of God is dead. The face of this exceptional man appeared on all 
the TV screens in the West. Father Frans incarnated the spirit of fraternity and an 
incredible determination to protect the innocent… 
Father Ziad Hilal also lived in Homs, on the other side of the town. Also a Jesuit, 
born in Syria, the young priest of Homs brings us a poignant testimony of solidarity 
at work, even under the bombs. He is an almost ‘ordinary’ hero, one of those that 
fraternity inspires in his daily life, who, like his friend Frans, never stops working for 
peace. He is a brother to his Muslim brothers who risk their lives for him, a mediator 
in situations that seem hopeless, a watchman who sometimes grows impatient yet 
remains resolute. A rare and inspiring testimony. 

The implication of the author 

and F.-X. Maigre in the 

promotion of the book 

RELIGIOUS ESSAYS 
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Alexandra David-Neel 

The quest of a woman, adept of a 

pessimistic, atheist philosophy 

The author is a specialist of 

oriental spirituality and 

philosophies. Previous book: 

Qu'ont-ils fait du bouddhisme? 

(Bayard, 2018) 

28 August 2019
16,90 €

300 pages

145X190mm

EAN 9782227496491 

NUART 6608385 

RELIGIOUS ESSAYS 

Marion Dapsance is a Doctor of Anthropology
(Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes). She has
taught the History of Buddhism in the West at
the University of Columbia (New York) and
authored Qu’ont-ils fait du bouddhisme?
published by Bayard in 2018.

A new biography of the famous explorer 

marks the 50
th
 anniversary of her death 

Alexandra David-Neel (1868-1969) is often represented as a major figure of 20th

century spirituality. Her long journeys to India and Asia, her deep knowledge of
Buddhism and Tibetan customs, her interest in Hindu and Chinese philosophies could
lead us to believe that this lady of letters, formerly Christian, was committed to her
mystic quest and, in the end, adopted the beliefs of the Far-East. A careful reading of
her work shows that Alexandra David-Neel was, on the contrary, a convinced
materialist.
This book reveals how the Catholic she used to be as a teenager slowly rejected all
notion of the supernatural and transcendence, by becoming first
Protestant, then gnostic, then atheist, then adept of a pessimist philosophy that
reduced life to a grotesque illusion, and the human being to a cluster of cells
governed only by desire. There was nothing spiritual about Alexandra David-Neel’s
“quest”. Her whole existence can be read as a repeated, and finally victorious
ambition to think of herself as a free woman and live her life accordingly, at a time
when little space was granted to feminine creativity.

Latest biography of an 

outstandingly original woman, 

with information from forgotten 

and unpublished texts  

Photo section inside 
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Passion du Christ 

A conjoined exposition of 

Alicia Vejarano’s works will 

be organized  

17 April 2019 
21,50 €  

126 pages 

158x192mm 

EAN 9782227496255 
NUART 5244931 

RELIGIOUS ESSAYS 

Priest of the diocese of Nancy and Toul, François Marxer is 
a Professor of the History of Spirituality and Spiritual 
Theology at the Centre Sèvres–Jesuit faculty in Paris. He 
contributed to the Dictionnaire des femmes mystiques and 
authored Au péril de la la nuit. Femmes mystiques du XXe  

siècle, Le Cerf (2017). 

A spiritual meditation on the Passion through 

modern painting, by Father François Marxer 

François Marxer brings us a meditation on fourteen works by the artist Alicia 
Vejarano. Her pastels constitute veritable Stations of the Cross, which the theologian 
comments to reveal the meaning of the Passion. 
One by one, a servant tells of his meeting with the Messiah; the man on the cross 
who exhorts, questions, calls, consents, loves. And François Marxer who comments 
with poetry: 
"The light finally appears, not without risk – that’s true – incognito, like a man 
who was recognized as such, without hesitation, even by the indifferent and the 
blasé, like Pilate who condemned him with a word: Ecce homo, a man of no 
importance..." 

The perfect little illustrated 

book for Easter 
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Aux origines de la Torah 

13 February 2019
19,90 €

500 pages 

145x190mm 

ISBN 9782227494701 

NUART 3492644 

ARCHEOLOGY - BIBLE 

An archaeologist and an exegete unite to 

produce new hypotheses 

Sixteen years ago, Israël Finkelstein published La Bible dévoilée, a huge success
in which the archaeologist presented his discoveries (the fruit of his work between
1970 to the early 2000s).  At that time, he called into question the historicity of
many Biblical narratives, and in this latest book he takes stock of the most recent
discoveries. There have been two basic evolutions in his work: firstly, the use of
the latest scientific methods such as multispectral images and molecular analysis,
which have permitted great progress in the knowledge of excavated sites and
objects found. Secondly: his growing interest for exegetical critical analysis and
his work with researchers in this domain.

Given the mutual enrichment of archaeology and exegesis, Israël Finkelstein and
Biblicist Thomas Römer co-author this book dedicated to different hypotheses of
the Bible’s origins.

New alliance between 

exegesis and archaeology 

La Bible dévoilée by Israël 

Finskelstein sold 60 000 

copies before being 

published by Folio  

Israël Finkelstein is an Israeli archaeologist, director of the Institute of Archaeology at Tel
Aviv University, co-responsible for the excavations at Megiddo.

Two authors of excellent 

reputation  

Thomas Römer is a Professor at the Collège de France in Paris, Chair Professor of The
Hebrew Bible and its Contents, Professor of the Old Testament at the University of Lausanne.
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Introduction à l’histoire des origines du christianisme 

16  January 2019
34,90€

780 pages  

143x228mm

EAN 9782227494954 

NUART 4780146 

HISTORY OF RELIGION 

All you need to know to gain a “scientific” and 

not simply “confessional” understanding of the 

period when Christianity was born  

There is still great debate about the origins of Christianity. What was the nature of this
religious movement? How did it break away from Judaism? This book aims to be like a
critical and theoretical textbook on the history of the origins of Christianity, approached
from its sources and doctrines and through a certain number of questions, concepts
and specific problematics. The author explores the study of phenomena of
conservation and transmission of literary sources in the religious domain as well as the
historical, political and religious contexts of Christianity’s earliest days. He also
presents the tools of his work in ancient Christianology, analyses literary sources and
presents the doctrines...

Great public interest in 

historical debates about 

the origins of Christianity. 

The author’s renown 

Press coverage : La Croix, 

Le Figaro, Le Monde, Le 

Monde de la Bible, Le 

Monde des religions… 

Director emeritus of studies in the religious science department of the École pratique des Hautes
Études, where he holds the “Origines du christianisme” chair, Associate Professor at Laval University
in Quebec, Simon Claude Mimouni’s principal domain of study is the history of the movement of
Jesus’s disciples, within and outside Judaism in the first and second centuries. He has written
several books, notably: Le judaïsme ancien du VIe siècle avant notre ère au IIIe siècle de notre ère:
des prêtres aux rabbins, Paris, 2012 (Presses universitaires de France); Jacques le Juste, frère de 

Jésus de Nazareth. Histoire de la communauté nazoréenne / chrétienne de Jérusalem du Ier au IVe 

siècle, Paris, 2015 (Éditions Bayard); Le judaïsme ancien et les origines du christianisme. Études 

épistémologiques et méthodologiques, Paris, 2017 (Éditions Bayard)
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Je crois en l’âme 

An original approach 

Topical interest in the author 
who presents her fashion shows 

16 october 2019
16,90 €

180 pages

123 x 178 mm

EAN 9782227494800 

NUART 4619400 

SPIRITUALITY 

Agnès b is the designer of her own brand of clothes, cosmetics and accessories. It is
also her name as an artist. She is a collector of contemporary art. Today, her brand
is sold in 272 boutiques, (in France and in New York, Tokyo, Hong Kong...) with
around 2000 collaborators. Strongly committed to today’s social combats, she
defends artists and personally financed the TARA-Expedition foundation and its
research programme on the oceans.

For the first time, the famous stylist recounts 

her spiritual path 

Aside from her media existence, Agnès b cultivates a secret garden whose roots are 
plunged into her unshakeable Catholic faith. Educated in the love of Christ, the 
renowned designer has made the teaching “Love one another” her creed, incapable of 
thinking her life as a woman and business leader except in terms of fighting injustice, 
constantly giving her support to people in difficulty and imposing a strict ethic on her 
own life. 
In this very personal book, she speaks for the first time about her spiritual education, 
passed down from her parents, how her faith influences her work as a creator and how 
she manages her firm. She unveils the roots of her sensitivity to art and artists. During 
this series of interviews, Agnès b talks - abandoning all taboos - about her happiness, 
her ordeals and the strong commitments that have made her who she is today. She 
explains her very personal vision of the evils that disturb our society (sexual abuse of 
children, poverty, the migration crisis, the ecological challenge, etc). A superb 
testimony, touching, surprising, just like the woman Stéphane Hessel calls “A 68-year-
old child, whose initial ‘b’ stands for ‘bonté’ – goodness in her own language. 

The author’s huge reputation 
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Sagesse de vie 

A posthumous work from Jean 

Vanier 

The testimony of a wise and 

good man 

4 July 2019
16,90 €

220 pages

145x190mm

EAN 9782227496569 

NUART 6663663 

SPIRITUALITY

Jean Vanier (September 1928-May 2019), philosopher, author and humanist,
founded two international organisations devoted to people with a mental
handicap: L’ARCHE and FOI ET LUMIERE. Today, 147 L’Arche communities
in 35 countries and 1500 Foi et Lumière communities in 82, are authentic
laboratories of human transformation. His work emanates all over the world. In
2015, he received the prestigious Templeton Foundation Prize (considered to
be the equivalent of a Nobel Prize for religion and spirituality), after Mother
Teresa, Brother Roger, Desmond Tutu and the Dalai Lama.

Jean Vanier’s teaching 

How to succeed in life as a couple? How to live with one’s fragility? How can we
make young children aware of spirituality? So many questions we ask at different
moments of our lives that Jean Vanier has answered with infinite benevolence in the
pages of Panorama magazine between 2014 and 2019. Jean Vanier’s militant
humanism glows from each line, in concrete terms, expressed in simple words that
strike like bolts of lightning. A book that gives beauty and fragility their rightful place.

A book for a wide public: simple 

questions about life and 

spirituality 
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L’éternité ainsi de suite 

A successful author (L'intranquillité 
sold more than 20000 copies)

Co-edition Labor and Fides-

Bayard

A brief, enlightening text

Marion Muller-Colard is a writer and theologian. Her published works
include L'Autre Dieu. La  Plainte, la Menace et la Grâce (Labor et
Fides, 2014); L'Intranquillité (Bayard, 2016) and a novel published by
Gallimard in 2018: Le jour où la Durance. She lives in the Alsatian Vosges. 

A spiritual meditation in the form of an 

initiatory path 

“Sometimes I think that everything is mise en abyme - but on such a large scale
that it is impossible for us to perceive our existences other than as chaotic
ramifications. Each of us is both the smallest and the largest matryoschka of
something else. And if God exists, it is the tiniest, the indivisible being. That
smooth and miniscule oval which, as a child, I loved, finally, to hold in my hands.
In the disorder of the disembowelled Russian dolls, their halves scattered all over
the floor, to hold in the palm of my hand that hard, solid core, radiating
inviolable wholeness”. In this book, Marion Muller-Colard sets off in search of
Nikola Zaric, a Swiss sculptor who died in 2017. His work shows her that “the
pattern of life is not a straight line, but a circle.”

Marion Muller-Colard’s latest 

book 

6 March 2019
14,90 €

88 pages 

110x120 mm 

EAN 9782227496088 

NUART 4990205 

SPIRITUALITY 
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La vierge et moi 

06 November 2019
13,90 €

112pages

EAN 9782227496859 

NUART 8864972 

LITERATURE - THEATRE 

An amazing imaginary conversation about love, 

femininity and maternity 

Three women find themselves looking at a statue of the virgin. Gradually, they get into a 
conversation. One is a woman in love, one a young mother, one homeless. They argue, 
comfort each other, even come to blows. They share their childhood memories, their 
dreams, their furies, their follies. As a child, the young mother had sworn she would 
become Mary when she grew up. Now there she is, pregnant, and not very sure how it 
happened; yet filled with a sense of marvel at the realization of her dream. But when she 
comes back one night with her baby, the young mother tries to place it in the statue’s arms, 
to confide her child to a greater force than hers. Greater perhaps, but made of marble 
The lover and the homeless woman find themselves entrusted with a mission, albeit 
reluctantly. They cannot abandon the young mother, who is suffering from her first feelings 
of maternal despair. Who can console the woman in love when her lover does not appear? 
Who will give the young mother the courage to stop seeking succour in statues and face up 
to real life, the flesh and bones of life incarnate - quivering, majestic, disappointing? When 
it comes to what’s left of life after the disillusions, the homeless woman has been fully 
enlightened. Little by little, she shares her wisdom in a luminous glow at the foot of the 
statue of Mary... 

A powerful story on subjects 

that are often taboo 

Several stage performances 

already scheduled 

The author’s reputation

Marion Muller-Colard is a writer and theologian. Her published works
include L'Autre Dieu. La  Plainte, la Menace et la Grâce (Labor et
Fides, 2014); L'Intranquillité (Bayard, 2016) and a novel published by
Gallimard in 2018: Le jour où la Durance. She lives in the Alsatian Vosges. 
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Demain, quelle Eglise ?

January 2019
18,90€

 200 pages 

 145x190mm

EAN 9782227496460 

NUART 6393351

SPIRITUALITY 

Which Christianity for tomorrow? 

As 2019 begins, the atmosphere in Catholic milieu is heavy indeed. Revelations and
scandals come one after the next: a collapse is feared… Just as we fear an
ecological breakdown, the choice is between heavy-hearted resignation or the
creation of alternative solutions. In her dialogue with Christians whose actions
inspire, Isabelle de Gaulmyn explores the latter. In each case, it’s a question of
finding one’s momentum and one’s freedom, revitalising faith that has been shaken.
From an abbey nestling in the Ardéche plateau, the Calais jungle in deepest winter; a
reinsertion centre in a woman’s prison in the provinces: Isabelle de Gaulmyn didn’t
choose the chic Parisian salons, but those of discreet suburbs where important
things happen and where tomorrow’s Catholicism is certainly taking shape.
In this specific climate, freedom of speech is more important than anything else; unity
is reached in an open, lucid dialogue. Here, the comments are astonishing, and they
set us free, opening the gates to a new invention of Christian life. After her Histoire 

d’un silence, the militant journalist brings us a hymn in praise of free, inspiring
expression.

Her previous book published 

by Le Seuil, Histoire d'un 

silence, was a great success. 

Isabelle de Gaulmyn is a 

reference in the Catholic 

world. 

A salutary testimony 

Editor-in-chief of La Croix, Isabelle de Gaulmyn 

regularly appears on the medias. Bayard published
her Benoit XVI, le pape incompris, and Le Seuil,
Francois, un pape pour tous and Histoire d’un silence, 
published in 2016.
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Le messie crucifié 

16 January 2019
16,90€

 192 pages  

 145x190mm

EAN 9782227494947 

NUART 4778053 

SPIRITUALITY 

A cry from the heart – this posthumous work 

by Maurice Bellet: whatever the risks – just get 

on with it! Advance and innovate. 

Not a book of exegeses, nor theology, nor piety. For the author, the challenge lies
elsewhere. The Messiah, Christ, Jesus, only scandal and folly, an incredible subversion
of what was, in Paul’s time and when the New Testament was being written, religion
and philosophy. The author asks the question: What is the signification of that
subversion, if you think about it today? We can save the world from chaos and man
from misery if we love God simply with the force of the critical mind.

After the success of Un 

chemin sans chemin, the 

author revisits the notion of 

faith that gives meaning to 

the adventure of life. 

Maurice Bellet died on  

April 5, 2018. This is his 
last book. 

His recent books were 

bookshop successes: Un 

chemin sans chemin, La 

traversée de l'en-bas. 

Maurice Bellet (1923-2018) is a psychoanalyst,
priest and theologian. His rich production has been
translated all over the world.
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La souffrance, chemin vers Dieu 

1 February 2019
14,90€

180 pages  

145x190 mm

EAN 9782227495913 

NUART 1741288 

SPIRITUALITY 

A brief guide of spirituality when we are put to 

the test 

At the age of eight, Jeanne Pelat touched the hearts of the French people with her
courage and her testimony on the Téléthon 2004 programme. Her illness was
diagnosed when she was six. One year later, Jeanne could no longer walk. Today a
young woman of 22, she cannot move at all. She fights against her suffering but also,
and above all, against the exclusion that comes with handicap. In this book, her
second, she speaks of her deep faith which has been grown stronger year after year.
She addresses especially all those who have to face ordeals and wonder: Why did
this sickness happen to me? Has God abandoned me? Why doesn’t God cure me,
when I pray to him? Am I being punished? She answers with her simple, forceful
words: not only am I not being punished, I am blessed. This testimony on the mystery
of suffering is poignant in its power, humility, and its amazing spiritual force.

Her first book, Résiste! 

sold 20,000 copies. 

Strong reputation of the 

author, present yearly on 

the Téléthon TV appeal 

The author speaks at 

Lourdes during 

conferences that are always 

a sell-out.  

Since the age of six, Jeanne Pelat has suffered from a “myopathy

without a name". She was born in the north of France and studied art
history at the Ecole supérieure de journalism in Lille. Since 2004, she
has been the “star” of the Téléthon TV appeal. In 2015, Bayard
published her testimony: Résiste! which met with great success. She
has chosen a religious life.
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Jacques, mon frère 

6 February 2019
16,90€

 280 pages  

 145x190mm

EAN 9782227494763 

NUART4607943 

SPIRITUALITY 

Jacques Hamel’s sister bears witness to her 

brother’s life and martyrdom 

On July 26, 2016, Father Jacques Hamel’s throat was cut in his little church in Saint-
Etienne du Rouvray by two young Islamists. At the age of 85, the old priest continued
to serve the community on the outskirts of Rouen: he was in the act of celebrating the
eucharist with some parishioners.
The death of Father Jacques Hamel, coming just a few days after the terrorist attack in
Nice, deeply shocked the whole country, far beyond the Catholic community. Roseline
Hamel was received by Pope Francis, himself deeply marked by the priest’s death. The
Rouen diocese opened an inquiry in view of his beatification.
Although the tragedy never leaves his sister Roseline’s thoughts, she remembers his
vocation to be a priest and the long years given to his parishioners. Attached to her
brother by sisterly love, she bears witness to his discreet generosity and attention to
others, to the point of sacrifice. From childhood memories to the last family holidays
they spent together, Roseline Hamel invites us to discover the private man who was
her brother, with whom she shared a long correspondence and deep complicity.

The first testimony from 
his family with lots of 
documents never 
published before 

Roseline Hamel, 78, is the sister of Father Jacques Hamel, who
was murdered in his church in Saint-Étienne-du-Rouvray, near
Rouen, In July 2016. She lives in the north of France.

Conclusion of the 
diocesan inquiry for the 
beatification of Father 
Jacques Hamel. 

Supported by Mgr 
Lebrun, archbishop of 
Rouen. 
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Solitudes sacrées & villes saintes 

Great interest in 

pilgrimages  

An original reflection on 
pilgrimages 

Simple maps and photos to 
situate each place 

17 April 2019
21,90 €

350 pages

152x226 mm

EAN 9782227496026 

NUART 4150283 

SPIRITUALITY 

Anne-Marie Reijnen teaches at the
Brussels Faculty for Protestant
Theology and at the Catholic University
in Paris.

Why and how does a place become sacred? 

What links human communities to a particular place on this planet? Where does this
universal human desire to peregrinate along ancient pathways, in search of the divine,
come from? Can we explain the emergence of holy places by a ‘resident spirit’ or
‘immutable presence’ around which we build walls and tell stories? These questions
form the basis of this novel book that takes the reader to the four corners of the World.
A spiritual place can be inhabited by rival communities, and a holy city can be reduced
to a battlefield. So what really is a sacred place? With time, every isolated spot is
claimed by society. A city, no matter how densely constructed it may be, encourages
the creation of hermitages and garden-retreats. Urban existence is the lot of the vast
majority of humans: what will be the role of the clergy in the megalopolis?
Twelve experts, men and women, under the direction of Catherine Marin and Anne
Marie Reijnen, paint a ‘portrait’ of ‘sacred’ solitudes and ‘holy’ cities, in each case
educing their specific history and paradoxes. In this book, you will learn more about the
Mont-Saint-Michel, Jerusalem, Benares and Cairo, as well as grottos such as those in
Dunhuang in China; mountains and a valley (the Qannoubine in Lebanon), and the
Amazon Rainforest, which nullifies our distinction between the sacred and the profane.
Through the panoply of places visited, this book offers an astonishing spiritual, artistic,
historical and anthropological itinerary.

A spiritual and anthropological 
journey to the four corners of the 
world. 

Catherine Marin is a historian of missions and
teaches at the ISTR (Institute of Religious
Science and Theology) of the Catholic
University in Paris.
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Autrement, Dieu 

Poetic, inspired writing.

The profound testimony of a 
priest who tells his life story in 
the light of his bond with the 
most humble.

Author of Croisière dans un 

bénitier (Bayard).

10 April 2019
14,90€

160page 

125x178mm

EAN 9782227496170

NUART 5243943

J’Y CROIS

Raphaël Buyse, a priest in the diocese of Lille, is a
member of the Fraternité diocésaine des parvis and
currently lives in the Benedictine monastery in Clerlande,
Louvain-la-Neuve, in Belgium.

A priest’s sensitive vision of his life’s journey 

For Fr. Raphaël Buyse, the secret of happiness and a successful life lies in
welcoming and listening to the ordinary folk he has mixed with throughout his priestly
ministration. His story lends beauty to the Gospels and reveals the countenance of a
God who has never ceased to surprise him. With humour and warmth, he strives to
capture the elusive features of a God who refuses to be confined by the definitions
conferred upon him by man.

Father Raphaël Buyse’s testimony shows how we can only bond with God
by connecting our own lives to those of the men and women whom fate has placed in
our paths.

A meditation, full of humanity, of 
a happy priest.
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L’esprit du soin 

06 November 2019
14,90 €

160pages

125x178mm 

EAN 9782227496859 

NUART 8864972 

J’Y CROIS 

Far from the all-powerfulness of medicine, a 

meditation on the meaning of patient support 

that is entirely human.  

Emergency doctor, President of Catholic Doctors, columnist for the daily La Croix, 
Bertrand Galichon reveals a deeply humanist conception of caring for others. Based on his 
own experience, and always citing real situations described by little sketches at the 
beginning of each chapter, the author considers the patient in their integrity and not as 
the sum of body parts to be cured. Swimming against the tide of the technicist trend in 
medicine, which shuns complexity and mechanises treatment, he pleads for a frank 
assessment of pathologies and their complexity, and more consideration for the fragility 
of carers.  
In this book, the author treats major questions now confronting the medical world by 
making supportive care of the other at the centre of practice. And when he makes a plea 
for the abandon of that notion of all-powerfulness, his reflection is nourished by his 
Christian faith and a spirituality that leaves room for fragility. 

The “J’Y CROIS" series 

A new voice in the reflection on 

ethical medicine 

Bertrand Galichon 
Bertrand Galichon is an emergency doctor 
 and president of the Centre catholique des  
médecins français. He writes a column in 
the newspaper La Croix.  

19



L’Eglise catholique face aux abus sexuels 

The author is an expert 

and a specialist of ethics

Well-established author

6 March 2019
24,90 €

700 pages

145 x 190 mm

EAN 9782227496033 

NUART 4150406 

RELIGION AND SOCIETY 

Marie-Jo Thiel is a Doctor and Professor of Ethics in the Catholic Theology department of the Marc-
Bloch University in Strasbourg. She directs the CEERE (European Centre of Teaching and Research
on Ethics). On January 10, 2011, she was appointed member of the European Group on Ethics in
Science and New Technologies (GEE) by the EU commission. She is also President of the European
Association of Catholic Theology. On June 13, 2017, Pope Francis appointed Marie-Jo Thiel member
of the Pontifical Academy for Life for a period of 5 years. In 2013, Bayard published her Au nom de la 

dignité de l'être humain and Faites que je meure vivant.

How can we understand the incomprehensible? 

An uncompromising study 

In recent years, the Catholic Church has suffered an avalanche of revelations of sordid
acts, concealments and abuse of a sexual nature as well as of conscience and power.
Of course, such abuse has always existed; the secret is too heavy a burden to be lifted
without shaking the whole institution in the process. The revelations are only
beginning… But that clerics and bishops, people who held posts of responsibility in the
Catholic Church should have been implicated in such a huge scandal is
incomprehensible, mysterious, strange. This work of reflection strives to cast a little
light on something that should never have occurred, never been tolerated, yet which
marks so deeply humanity, our societies, religions and the Catholic Church. Marie-Jo
Thiel, as a doctor, knows that you cannot put a dressing on decaying flesh. The wound
must be cleansed locally and examined globally to find out why it happened. It’s the
same thing with the sexual abuse of minors in the Catholic Church. A reference guide
on the subject from a specialist of ethics.

The paedophilia scandal in 

the Church is in the headlines
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Lettres aux catholiques qui veulent espérer

Featuring part of a series of 
letters published in ‘La Croix’ 
and warmly received by 
readers. The others appear here 
for the first time 

The theme of hope defended by 

militant stances 

2  May 2019
13,90 €

123 x 178 mm

EAN 9782227496248 

NUART 5244808

RELIGION AND SOCIETY

Engaged Catholics confront the crisis in 

the Church 

Confronting the crises that have shaken the Catholic Church, Pope Francis insisted,
last August, on the importance of secular engagement. In reaction, the Daily ‘La
Croix’ asked several personalities to write ‘Letters to Catholics who want to maintain
hope’. They form a unique and polyphonic testimony of hope that inspires Catholics
in all their various experiences and forms of engagement, whether it be spiritual,
social, educational, etc.
Among the contributors: Denis Moreau, Professor of Philosophy at the University of
Nantes, author of Comment peut-on être catholique? (Seuil,  2018); Laurent
Landete, former moderator general of the Emmanuel community; Lucetta Scaraffia,
an Italian historian and journalist who pleads for the cause of women in the Church;
Michael Davide Semeraro, a Benedictine who published La vérité vous rendra libres

(Salvator); Véronique Fayet, President of Secours catholique - Caritas France since
2014; Marie Derain de  Vaucresson, a specialist of children’s rights; Tugdual
Derville, editorialist with RCF, columnist with KTO; Olivier Savignac, professional
musician who bore witness to paedophile violence after being himself a victim.

Personalities in the Catholic 
world make firm stances 
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Les sept péchés capitaux 

A priest well-known in 
liturgical circles

10 April 2019
14,90 €

150 pages

125x180 mm

EAN 9782227494824

NUART 4645256

RELIGION AND SOCIETY

Michel Wackenheim is an archpriest of the
Cathedral of Strasbourg. A liturgist and
composer, he contributes to Prions En Eglise 

and Signes d'Aujourd'hui.

A catalogue that goes back to the 12
th
 

century now updated 

The seven capital sins (pride, greed, lust, envy, gluttony, wrath and sloth) were
identified by Saint Thomas Aquinas in the 12th century. They are prominently
mentioned in the Catechism of the Catholic Church in its latest edition in 1997.
Michel Wackenheim treats them one by one, discussing their history and the
commentaries that have been made during this period. Refusing to make them
monstrosities, his aim is to dedramatize. An instructive, clear and 

concise text on a subject 
rarely treated. 
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La crèche de Noël 

6 November 2019
17,90 €

200 pages

145x190mm 

EAN 9782227496590 

NUART 7508907 

RELIGION AND SOCIETY 

Michel Wackenheim is the archpriest of Strasbourg Cathedral, cantor and
composer. He contributes to the journals "Prions En Eglise" and "Signes
d'Aujourd'hui" and has published several books, including Je crois en Dieu –
Le secret de la foi, Savator, 2012; Qui sont ma mere et mes freres ? Les
intrigantes paroles de Jesus, Le Cerf, 2012; Premieres questions sur la
liturgie, Desclee de Brouwer, 2011 and Les sept peches capitaux, Bayard,
2019.

Why the nativity scene has lost none of its 

eloquence 

According to Luke’s Gospel, Jesus was laid in a manger at birth (cripia, in Latin, from
which come the old English “cribb” and the French “creche” to describe the stable, or the
grotto, where Jesus was born).
The creche, or nativity scene, represents the arrival and man’s reception of the Son of
God.  The first image of the event was found in the catacomb of Priscilla, in Rome. It
dates from the end of the 2nd century. Jesus is seen on his mother’s lap and on her right,
a character believed to be a prophet.
The first visual of the scene complete with shepherds, the donkey and the ox goes back
to the year 343. The donkey and the ox are powerfully symbolic, although many see
them simply as the parts of the décor likely to be found in a stable. Their presence is
mentioned in the Book of Isaiah (Is. I, 3).
It seems that Francis of Assisi, in 1223, created one of the first living nativity scenes,
played by the inhabitants of his village. These were gradually replaced by figurines
(wooden, wax, pasteboard, earthenware and glass) which, from the 16th century, began
to appear in churches; then in the 18th, in family homes. The Christmas scene travelled
all over the world and was accepted by all cultures. Work, types of dwellings and
costumes express the cultural identity of each people. Peruvians offer a condor, their
sacred bird; in Zaire, they wear their tribal masks; the peoples in the Andes replace the
donkey and the ox by a lama... Sometimes the creche includes workplaces, factories,
hospitals, refugee camps, immigrants, old people, children, outcasts... The message is
always the same: which character am I? How do I feel about this: accepting, indifferent,
or rejecting?

First ever historical and 

anthropological study of the 

subject 

Accessible to a wide public 

Topical subject 

Full-colour illustrations 

enhance the text 
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Oser l’hospitalité 

Reconsidering hospitality in a 
world that is building borders 

Ideas for understanding and 
practicing hospitality today 

22 May 2019
17,90 €

240 pages

145 x190 mm

EAN 9782227496163 

NUART 5243820 

RELIGION AND SOCIETY 

Claudio Monge is an Italian Dominican who lives in Istanbul.
He wrote a thesis on hospitality in Abrahamic religions. A
specialist of interreligious hospitality and dialogue, he is in
charge of the library in the Dominican Documentation Centre
in Istanbul.

Hospitality, reread in the light of the spiritual 

experience of Mgr. Claverie and Christian de 

Clergé, martyrs in Algeria. 

In Algerian society in the 90s, marked by the conflictual relations, the spiritual
experience of Mgr. Claverie and Christian de Clergé defines hospitality as an
unconditional duty. The hospitality they practiced expresses compassion understood
as passion for all coming together, in which failure and evil cannot always be avoided:
Islamo-Christian dialogue, cultural differences, feelings of freedom.  Hence hospitality
becomes a subversive gesture that permits good relations, defeating all identity
aspirations.

Two great figures among the 19 

Algerian martyrs, beatified in 

December 2018. 
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Sacrés objets 

Chronicles form the journal 

Prions en Église (350,000

copies) warmly appreciated 

by readers.

A simple precise text, easy to 

understand and rich in 

illustrations.

17 April 2019
22,90 €

160 pages

165 x 210 mm

EAN 9782227496187

NUART 5244067

RELIGION AND SOCIETY

Arnaud Join-Lambert, born in 1968, is a
French theologian and Professor of Practical
Theology and Liturgy at the Catholic University
in Louvain-la-Neuve, Belgium, since 2005.

A magnificent illustrated book about 

liturgical objects and signs of the sacred 

During mass, the priest uses many objects whose names are sometimes complicated
(chalice, pyx, thurible). Arnaud Join-Lambert lists a good number of them as well as
sacred signs specific to the liturgy of the mass (role of the presider, positions of the
body). With concise, adequate explanations, he reveals the symbolic and theological
significations, introducing the reader into the world of the sacred and divine presence.

The only book on this 

subject 
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An original presentation from 
François Dupuigrenet 
Desroussilles 

9 May 2019
13,90 €

150 pages

125x 175 mm

EAN 9782227496040 

NUART 4178959 

A flamboyant summary of the 

Confessions 

Books 2 and 3 of the Confessions of Saint Augustine – the great work of his maturity
written when he was bishop of Hippo – are devoted to the years of his youth, between
16 and 24, when he lived in  Carthage, at that time the second biggest town in the
Roman Empire; and to his discovery of passion, of body and mind: the love of women,
the charms of the theatre, his fascination for Plato’s philosophy and his adhesion to
Manichaeism. After his conversion, he saw that these passions were mere diversions
which he was ardently determined to understand. With dazzling Baroque style -
admirably translated by Arnaud d’Andilly, solitaire of Port-Royal - Augustine gives us
two things: a flamboyant description of his errancy in Carthage and an admirable
meditation on the nature of man, constituting a sort of summary of the entire
Confessions.
Augustine claims that man is a sinner and his sins separate him from God. So, he
must fight against himself, to find a peace that is not of this world. His destiny lies in
this tension; he works towards this goal with hope and faith.

A short text that conveys the 

spiritual power of Saint 

Augustine’s great work: 

Confessions 

Great authors are always a 

success in the Comètes series 

Saint Augustine (354-430). After a turbulent youth, he converted to
Christianity following the process described in his  Confessions. He
was baptised in 387 and became a monk. A few years later, he was
ordained a priest then bishop (from 395). He devoted his life to his
diocese Hippo Regius (North Africa, the town of Annaba in Algeria
today). Preaching and writing every day, he left a considerable volume
of work and became one of the most important Fathers of the Church.

François Dupuigrenet Desroussilles is a
Professor of History of Medieval and Modern
Christianity at Florida State University
(Tallahassee) and the University of Lugano in
Switzerland

Saint Augustin - Égarements
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Joie de croire, joie de vivre 

Author of Humilité de Dieu 

(Bayard). 

A striking but accessible text that 
is still as fresh as the day it was 
written.  

9 May   2019
15,90 €

360 pages

125 x 178 mm

EAN 9782227496149 

NUART 5243697 

François Varillon, born in Bron in 1905, was a Jesuit
priest. This theologian’s books strongly influenced the
spirituality of the 20th century. Claudel made him discover
the existence of joy in spite of suffering: ‘the joy at the
heart of renunciation’. An intimate friend of the poet, he
published his Journal after his death.

The Power of God is the Power of Love 

This anthology of Jesuit conferences provides an initiation to the Christian
faith. New edition in the Comète series of a classic by Father François
Varillon.

A major work by François 
Varillon, with 6000 copies sold 
since the first edition in 1981. 

NOUVELLE EDITION 
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La trace d’un visage 

A book that reconsiders the 

approach to God via the 

contemplation of the Other’s 

face. 

16 October  2019
13,90 €

220 pages

123x178 mm

EAN 9782227496811 

NUART 8549293 

RELIGIOUS ESSAYS 

Reprint in the Comètes series of Father Bruno 

Chenu’s most personal work 

To talk about God, believers have given him a face. And God respected their wish by
becoming one of us, Jesus of Nazareth. From that day on, the Christian faith was a
question of speaking and seeing. God gave himself to be contemplated and listened
to, by the dual means of the Bible and the Icon. But God’s compromise with the
human face gives us a third rendezvous: our relation to others.
“I was hungry, and you fed me ". Christianity is the religion of faces. The face of
Christ disfigured and transfigured, the face of the disciple who sees and hears, the
face of the poor, the sacrament of God. The Church is not the total of these faces,
but their mysterious communion. Bruno Chenu, an Assumptionist cleric, theologian,
editor-in-chief of the daily La Croix, invites us to a deep meditation at the height of
our exigencies for beauty, exchange and  truth.

A meditation that draws its 

sources from the Bible, 

orthodox spirituality and 

literature. 

Bruno Chenu, born in 1942, an Assumptionist theologian, is well-
known for his many articles in the daily La Croix where he was editor-
in-chief from 1988 to 1997, as well as a dozen theological works
accessible to a wide public.
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L’Eglise au coeur 

A hugely successful book 

when it was published, a must 

to reread in these troubled 

times for the Church 

16 October  2019
13,90 €

220 pages

123x178 mm

EAN 9782227496811 

NUART 8549293 

RELIGIOUS ESSAYS 

Father Bruno Chenu’s most famous book, 

published in 1982, available once again 

For Bruno Chenu, in accordance with Vatican II, the Church is both a given and a task
to accomplish; it does not exist independently of its incarnations, in solidarity with
charity and faith. It is a prophetic Church whose vocation is to identify those things that
are turned towards the future; a Church that takes the preference for the poor as a
serious option, an ecumenical Church of inculturation, where dialogue has pride of
place.

A powerful meditation on the 

meaning of the Church, 

prophetic, inculturated and 

ecumenical.  

Bruno Chenu, born in 1942, an Assumptionist theologian, is well-
known for his many articles in the daily La Croix where he was editor-
in-chief from 1988 to 1997, as well as a dozen theological works
accessible to a wide public.
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“Johnny, j’peux pas me passer de toi” 

13 November 2019
17,90 €

230pages

145x190mm 

EAN 9782227496859 

NUART 8864972 

SOCIOLOGY 

Jean-François Laé 
Jean-François Laé is a sociologist, 
professor at the University of Paris 
VIII. He has published numerous
books, notably with Philippe 
Artières.

Words of love from Johnny’s fans 

Just a few days after Johnny Hallyday’s funeral, when tens of thousands of people were
obliged to stand outside the Madeleine Church in Paris for lack of space, the priest
proposed a monthly celebration, a tribute to the singer, and he opened a visitors’ book.
Two years later, more than a thousand people gather each month and 50 visitors’ books
have been filled. Why so many sealed letters, poems, written songs, drawings and
intimate notes?
Researchers decided to undertake an exploration of these writings. They wanted to know
what one inscribes in a visitors’ book, in this specific place, a church? The situation is
sure to create a certain timelessness, awakening or eclipsing of belief, creating a tension
between the tangible and the absent. There appear strange ways of speaking to a dead
man: some want to “stay in touch”, Johnny’s face becomes that of “a brother, a father”.
People promise him that the transmission to their grandchildren is ensured. These
visitors’ books form an authentic movement of popular writing, encouraging the
inscription of all sorts of messages, from the most outlandish to the most deeply
committed. Never before was such a wave of affection seen (together, the visitors’ books
make one book of five thousand pages!): is this the expression of a popular religiosity? Is
there something of the pagan cult here, or superstition? The priest of the Madeleine has
this to say: ‘These people must be welcomed’. As for the two sociologists who plunged
into these messages, specialists of intimate writings, their aim was to highlight the
reminiscence of ordinary experience, of pain, but also to hold up a mirror to how people
think and feel separation. An extremely original book; poignant and fascinating.

Johnny’s charisma extended far 

beyond his fans: a national 

homage was organised in 

France. 

At the crossroads of social 

science and a book for a wide 

readership, curious to read 

the messages addressed to 

J.H. 

2nd anniversary of Johnny 

Halliday’s death (December 9, 

2017) 

In a central section, writings, 

hand-written messages and 

drawings are reproduced... 

Laetitia Overney 
Lætitia Overney is a sociologist, 
researcher and lecturer at the Ecole 
nationale supérieure d'architecture de 
Paris-Belleville, where she works on social 
vulnerability.  

Separation and memory writing 
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Notre-Dame vue du ciel 

The power of the “from the air” 

concept 

1 euro per book sold donated 

for the reconstruction 

4 September 2019
29,90 €

200pages

210x270mm

EAN 9782227496828 

NUART 8549170 

ART HISTORY

Since March 13, 2013, Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio has
been Bishop of Rome and supreme pontiff of the Universal
Church under the name Pope Francis.
Since his election to the head of the Church, Pope Francis’s
joyful attitude and the force of his commitment have often
surprised public opinion and politicians. He shares his
enthusiasm and his hope with an anxious world.

A meditation from Pope Francis in this 

beautifully illustrated book, unique homage 

to Notre-Dame de Paris 

This quality illustrated book presents a text by Pope Francis on Notre-Dame, and
invites readers on a tour via photos taken “from the air" to the rhythm of Pope
Francis’s meditation on the Virgin Mary, to whom the cathedral is dedicated. Its
beauty becomes meaningful, the power of the edifice incites the unity of Christians
and the maternal figure inspires comfort and  generosity. After the historic fire in
Notre-Dame de Paris, the face of the cathedral will never be the same as the one we
knew until April 16, 2019. The spire, the roof and hundreds of artworks will never
again be the objects of the admiration these gems of architecture have inspired
throughout the centuries. Le Pèlerin magazine published a special issue with about a
hundred exclusives photos of Notre-Dame. Stéphane Compoint’s photos, taken from
a hot-air balloon, let us discover perspectives and artworks that would normally be
inaccessible. Today, presented again in this book, these pictures from the air will help
conserve the memory of those treasures now devoured by the flames, brought to life
here by texts of profound spirituality.

More than 100 exclusive photos 

taken before the fire 

A behind the scenes account 

of the report in the final 

pages. Captions describe the 

patrimony of Notre-Dame
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Crucifixion 

23 October  2019
59,90 €

560 pages

215X277mm

EAN 9782227495029 

NUART 6088532 

ART HISTORY 

The publishing event of the fall: a unique, richly 

illustrated volume on the crucifixion through time 

and the world cultures 

The man on the cross, the identity symbol of Christianity between the 5th and the 19th
century, is now one of the most universal subject-symbols that exists in all forms of art
on all the continents. It escapes all ecclesiastic and political control; it is the target of all
kinds of derision and alterations, and has become the most eloquent rhetoric device to
denounce ill-treatment inflicted on people or populations, who become assimilated to the
“crucified”.

Unprecedented in its exhaustive treatment of the subject, this book retraces the artistic,
as well as intellectual, theological, spiritual and – for the last two centuries – political and
social history of the subject.
It will interest all those who would like to make rigorous bonds between Crucifixion and
culture, from century to century, from one place to another, and comprehend the
unequalled diffusion of the subject, not only in Europe and the Christian East but on the
continents outside Europe. It fills a gap by providing a recent and well-documented
overview, by meeting human science criteria of quality and information, and above all
those required by the different facets of comparative history of Christian confessions,
religions and civilisations, the history of art and the history of Christian dogma and its
interpretation.
The first ever book of its kind; the previous summary on this subject was published in
Nantes in 1959, with black and white reproductions.

François Boespflug, historian, theologian, Emeritus Professor at the University of
Strasbourg, is one of the most distinguished European specialists of Christian art. In
1983, he defended a “mixed thesis” (Doctor of Theology and History of Religions) about
God in Art, at the Institut catholique in Paris and at the Sorbonne, published in 1984.
Since then, his enthusiasm for the subject has never diminished. He has written about
fifty books on the representation of God and his prophets in the three Abrahamic
monotheisms, including the monumental Dieu et ses images. Une histoire de l’Eternel 
dans l’art, published by Bayard in 2008, now in its third edition.

The author’s fame 

Similar book by the same 

author: Dieu et ses images 

(Bayard 2008): 10 000 copies 

sold 

There is no other book of this 

kind on the subject. 

300 colour illustrations, large 

format (280x215) 
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La bible liturgique commentée 

27 March 2019
39,90 €

 660 pages  

 160x195 mm

EAN 9782227495920 

NUART 2201607 

LITURGY 

Commentary of the first readings of 

weekday masses 

The Gospels in Sunday masses have been commented for many years. The first
readings, much less. As for masses during the week, there was, until now, no book of
exhaustive commentaries.
Father André Rebré, Fils de la Charité, worked for three years writing the
commentaries of 620 excerpts from the Bible. This book is intended for all those who
love the Bible but sometimes avoid cultural tales, and those related to the cult, specific
to Hebrews (books of the Old Testament) or the universe of the first Christian
communities evangelized by Saint Paul (letters of Paul).

Clear and precise exegetical 

commentary, accessible to all 

Assembled for the first 

time, the commentaries of 

all the first readings of 

week day masses 

By the same author, the 

successful Évangile au fil 

des jours, Éditions de 

l'Atelier, 2009 

André Rebré is a Biblicist and brother of the Fils de la Charité order. He provides
the commentary of liturgical texts of years A, B and C of the Missel 

Communautaire by Father Michonneau (1972 and 1978), of the Acts of the
Apostles in the review “Croire aujourd'hui”, of the Gospels in the journal “Signes”
(1995-1998). He was a member of the Conseil de Catéchèse (Editions de l'Atelier).
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